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Ottawa,  May  1, 1905, 

To  tlie  Honourable 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  bulletin  '  The  Farmer's  Poultry  House,'  by  F.  C. 
Elford,  Chief  Of  the  Poultry  Division,  and  to  recommend  that  it  be  printed  for  dis- 
tribution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  HODSOX, 

Live  Stock  Commissioner. 


THE  FARMER'S  POULTRY  HOUSE. 


iWe?\M^\ttlT^h^'  Hon.e.  are  Needed.-With  the  average  farmer,  compare- 

lairy  cows  wintered  at  the  straw  stack  BTtnl^JT      I  •\'*  P'°^*  ""*  °^ 

hey  so  often  receive     A  fprmTr  Jl!!         i    •  *''P^5*,^«'«  *«  Pay  with  the  treatment 

'tah  ExperimrarLilTat  htLTwr  drl^^^^^^^^^  ^"'l^'^^'  °'  *^ 

e  done     In  reply  the  professor  saS ^o  ne^er  mt^H "'s  alrh' J^^^^^^^^^       "''^  *° 
erred  death  to  the  treatment  they  received.  ^  "^'  *°'°*  P'^ 

The  demand  for  good  fat  poultry  and  fresh  eggs  is  irrowinir    Tl,«  «, 
be  greater  the  demand  and  the  hiirher  fl,«  n„L     a  \^°^^^«-  Jhe  more  we  raise 
alf  tlie  year.    G.  F   Johnston    m,r^L^^  ll?-\-^  ''hortage  exists  for  more  than 
^res  an'd  comptisonfSTht^^h:rrstfnrir::S;dt  ,tr"^<^.*'^«.  ^f--« 

'According  to  census  oi  March  31,  miXele  Zl^l^Q^f^m^CT^  T^^'^' 

red  80,102  (34 -29  per  cent).  The  Legrorn™b^ri  29  0^3  n/Tr*^  ^'\  ""'"" 
rahmas  7,788  (3-33  per  cent)-  GameSfl?^.  n  ^-  o^*2:  ^^^"*^  P®'  ^'e"*);  the 
•ding  Orpingtons  (IM)   7  502     S  ^u^  h'  S         "'  ^^^^5  ""^  "^^^^^  ^a^il'^".  i"- 

'We  hJd  fhen  ijj  miil^of  TJ:  ru^'oTclmoTblrds  "if  "1  T^^ 
Th  "^T  °'  "T"  -<l.^'-kers  resulted  in  the TSt' on  of  ^mml'  "'  *'" 
the  twelve  months  of  the  census  year.    The  value  of  tt!^f»     M4;132,802  dozen  eggs 
:  down  at  $10,268,159,  equal  to  12-23  cents  ^iT^n     wtlT  "^  f"''"'  ^«» 
ughtered  had  a  value  of  $1,369,259.  addition,  the  poultry 

The  value  of  the  living  birds  on  March  .11   ior»i   :-     i  j 
ue  of  products  and  stock  on  hand  ff  JJ^W. '      ''^  ***''"  '*  «3,500.000.  «  toUl 


How  do  we  compare  with  our  lUMKlibours  on  the  other  side  of  the  lino  f 

They  had  233,r>08,035  hens  and  chiikens  in  1900.  That  sounds  a  largo  number, 
but  when  wo  test  the  figures  they  «rr  not  so  far  ahead  of  us.  Wo  had  3-08  heni  ,ier 
head  of  our  popul"«ion,  and  they  had  3-33  per  head,  which  is  only  a  quarter  of  a  biddy 
more  per  head. 

If  we  assume  that  two-thirds  of  these  were  laying  hens,  the  great  Canadian  hen 
laid  91  eggs  in  the  year,  and  the  great  United  States  hen  laid  within  a  fraction  of  100 
eggs  in  the  same  period.  But  our  hens'  eggs  had  a  value  of  12)  cents  p^r  dozen,  whik 
United  States  hens'  eggs  averaged  iVA  cents  per  dozen.  Our  smaller  avvrago  number 
had  the  same  value  as  their  larger  number?,  and  our  hens  were  saved  the  exertion  of  lay- 
ing those  nine  extra  eggs. 

The  Canadian  hen  raiser  must  look  better  after  his  hons,  in  their  food,  their  age, 
their  shelter,  their  breeds  and  strains  and  their  general  management.  He  should  never 
be  satisfied  till  he  reaches  double  the  presnt  egg-laying  record  of  his  hens.  It  is  wel' 
to  aim  high  in  egg-production  as  in  other  things.  By  brooding  from  the  best  and  tlw> 
best  only  each  year,  and  selecting  these  by  the  use  of  trap  nests  where  convenient,  it 
will  not  take  many  years  to  double  the  average  production  of  the  Canadian  hen.  In- 
deed, if  poultrymen  and  farmers  would  pay  attention  to  this  matter  of  selection,  it 
would  not  be  too  much  to  expect  that  before  another  census  year  rolls  along  (1911). 
the  average  Cnnadinn  biddy  would  lay  at  least  150  good  large  eggs  in  the  twelri' 
months. 

Prince  Edward  Island  has  more  hens  and  chickens  per  family  than  any  other  pro- 
vince, and  she  has  held  this  proud  pre-eminence  for  years.  She  was  away  ahead  of  any 
other  province  in  1891,  when  she  had  26*1  fowls  to  each  family,  and  she  maintaino! 
h(  lead.  In  1901  she  had  27 '5  of  these  barnyard  pests ;  though  hard  pressed  by  On- 
tario, which  had  18  per  family  in  1891,  and  increased  to  21  -16  in  1901,  and  still  hardrr 
pressed  by  Manitoba  with  21  -5  per  family  in  1001,  increased  to  that  number  from  10 
per  family  in  1891. 

Hioyti  Scotia  has  the  least  number  of  hens  and  chickens  per  family  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces. She  had  fewer  per  family  in  1901  than  she  had  in  1891,  in  the  latter  year 
having  8*45,  and  the  last  census  only  8*25. 

Canada  secures  from  the  poultry  yard  a  ycarsly  return  equal  to  $14.13  per  family. 
The  eggs  yield  a  value  of  $9.60  every  year,  the  poultry  killed  or  sold  for  export  a  value 
of  $1.28,  and  the  sum  of  $3.25  represents  the  value  of  hens  and  chickens  in  active  busi- 
ness. 

The  banner  province  in  this  respect  is  again  Prince  Edward  Island,  with  a  tela! i 
of  $20.69  per  family  closely  followed  by  Manitoba  with  $17.74  and  by  Ontario  with  j 
$16.50,  while  Nova  Scotia  follows  in  the  rear,  with  but  $8.39.  The  province  of  Queb-  c| 
has  but  $9.84. 

While  Ontario's  ht  ns  lay  an  average  of  93  eggs  a  hen,  and  Manitoba's  83,  and! 
Prince  Edward  Island's  86,  and  Quebec's  91,  and  New  Brunswick's  86,  Nova  Scotia's  i 
hen  lays  108  eggs  in  the  year. 

If  everybody  goes  into  chicken  raising  and  egg  production,  where  will  we  all  get| 
a  market  f 

The  home  market,  with  a  production  of  84,000,000  dozens,  our  Canac^an  consunipl 
tioa  was  last  year  not  fully  supplied.  In  1902  we  exported  12,000,000  dozen  and  had,! 
say,  72,000,000  dozen  for  home  consumption.  We  needed  quite  a  number  to  put  under! 
the  hens  and  into  incubators.  But  we  had  probably  an  annual  home  consumption  ofl 
68,000,000  dozen,  say  12  dozens,  making  allowance  for  addled  eggs,  per  head  of  thel 
population.  That  looks  large.  But  it  is  not  one  egg  in  two  days  for  each  person,  andl 
then  consider  how  much  eggs  enter  into  daily  use  in  household  cooking,  in  confection- j 
ery  shops,  bakeries  and  other  businesses,  and  in  the  arts  and  sciences. 

The  British  Isles  Imported  last  year  198,500,000  dozen,  Eussia  sending  SHJOOOfiwl 
Denmark,  88,000,000,  Qermany,  81,000,000,  Belgium,  23,000,000,  France,  16,000,000  and 
Canada,  7,333,000  dozens.  We  sent  fewer  dozens  last  year  than  in  the  preceding  yearJ 
though  here  again  I  note  a  compensation — while  the  average  price  of  the  198,500,0 


■' 


uouae  a  number  of  thiugs  should  bo  taken 


Britiih  coMumer  "      contnbut.ng  more  and  more  to  the  want,  of  the 

one.twenty.i«hth-Ru;sia'Z  do^nrCryTrl'e  'canT  ^""  f  "^  ''*?'^  """  *''"" 
Perish  the  thought.  ^      ^'''  ^«"«'''»  one  dozen  in  every  28  ! 

m.  loc«tioii.-In  building  a  poult- 
uito  consideration. 

thi.  i  tC^rfliSSfaZ^^  with  apparently  no  idea  of 

ing8  located  not  only  S  fhThout  ^Ll  ♦•?  °^^«^"'»T,  *»»«»  ^^^  ^^B^e  our  build- 
our  feed  rooms  anHearthl  water  sun^fv  and  H  '"Ik^^'^m^?^  '■•""=^'^'  *•"'  "'"«  "«" 
with  this  in  view.  ThrroSts  ^nd  Zn  Lr^  ^r,^}l ''"'''''"«'  internally  arranged 
easily  denned.    In  fact  aTthe  fnteraal  fi^tnr     ^  ",'?u"  ^""^''•"cted  so  that  they  are 

bg  the  frequent  cleaning  tt  ^o^ t^t  reS  /et^'riir"'!'''/'"^  '"*"•""■ 
vfrnun.  cause  more  mortality  than  all  other  a<^np.vl  i-  "^r  «"'^  '•"  '^o'^Panion, 
the  labour  of  cleaning  to  a  minimum  WhenX  h»K-r-'"^'"'^  Conveniences  reduce 
poultry  house  as  regularly  as  tSrho^ae  and  cL^/taWe  th«  Zl'"™'^  "^  ^^^""'"^  t»>o 
(3)  The  Location  Must  he  Dry  -THs  L  The  mo!;  T  ''  *^?'"P"''»'^^'y  "«ht. 
poultry  house.    If  it  is  not  drv  l,?i  A^Z     j-       T  ""PO't^nt  point  in  locating  our 

J.ake  ft  dry.^hL\i^ros'7gTur'  X^it'^irtd/^  °'  T^  '"'^r '' «  *« 

water  will  cause  dampness.  A  gentle  sW  to  th.!„„.l  ?!«<=«  o^ir  bmld.ngs  where  no 
and  protection  from  the  norfh  w"nd  Snot  nW  t  °f  «?"  ^^^^^^  '«  very  desirable, 
water  will  back  up.  The  floor  ofTebuiSnglote'^t  KXlHnct""*'^"'^ 
highest  surrounding  soil.    To  insure  Riiffin!«r.f  /™1  f.      "'      ''""^  "^^e  tho 

the  yards  that  will  raise  noth  ng  eU^Tot  th7r';  ""  ^f"Zf "^  L°''  '«  ^«*-  ^oil  for 
sufficiently  dry,  but  laying  fowl  tnuTr ';„♦!.  "*"*  '"'*"*''^-  ^uch  a  soil  may  be 
plot  of  freshdfalfa  S  ?L°^,e?^^^^^^^  °°*  '^\  'oom  but  vegetat:.  i  A 

where  nothing  will  gr'ow.  Sharin  S^^LiTveVessS'  ''""  *'"  ^'•"^^  '''^  '•'« 

^ormitil^iSa5:5^;fpet^/X:r^lol'•"^^^^^^  T  "?^'  ^"™"^  "«  "^-«J^ 
being  equal!  settle  as' nea^T^p^  srbJe%rti:tS/keVnr^^^^^^^  f  ^\*'^°«' 

express,  but  to  get  the  produce^n  the  marked  InTh^best^jS  Idulon""'*  ''''^ 

und/r'^u.S  ftra'ir^^r^a™^^^^  '^  ^^^^^"^  ^°"^^  -«^  ^^  — ^  up  briefly 

beso'a^Tn^ttlaUre^f^tSt^^^^^^^^  '"'^'""^  °'  *^  ^"l*'^  '^-^  should 

come  to  S  2  fU  oflorinrLfend  to^t^^^  space  during  the  day.  Windows  should 

to  contain  about  one-JhirS  fronf  ofSSuse  If  tW*^"'""''  f'- '^u^'^'  ^"««  ^"""^^^ 
quarters,  it  should  be  lifted  durW  fl,pT       ^  *u  ",?  *'"'*'"°  '^^°'«  **»«  roosting 

«Bd  comer  of  S.^o^S^^^u     ^        ^""^  "'^^  '^'  ^""  """^^'^  *°  P«°«t'«t«  every  nook 

to  ^^'^^:'i.i::'iis.z^^^  bST^-:fr  '^-^  ^«  ^-'^ 

can  be  changed  in  the  house  at  will  One^f  the  besfl^U/'"'r  1*^  *^**  *^«  «" 
have  the  windows  so  arranged  that  they^al  t  o^lT^ry  S" t  tS'w W^  ^^  '' 
hour  or  less  wou  d  probably  be  sufficient  hnt  if  ;*^    "  .V^^  *'«y-.  -^n  the  wmter  an 

allow  the  house  to  L  PurifieTb^tStit. 'V  r^^S  pu^re^'num^^ 

burlap  screens  which  give  good  satisfaPtinn     Q^nl-  "V*  PU'Pose  a  number  are  using 

called  the  open  scratch1ng%iret  "he'etXngtrsct?:^^^^^^^  t°  ^'"''.  '^ 

-r  and  the  fowl  as  they  are  exercising  durinj  thl  d^^^    V^nUliinrs^^^^^^^^^^^ 


firen  the  best  satisfaction.  Wbera  the  burlap  curtain  or  the  open  scratching  shed  is 
not  used,  a  small  openintr,  say  a  foot  square  for  every  12  bons,  is  sometimas  made  over 
the  window  or  neai  the  roof  towards  the  south,  and  in  this  op;>ning  is  plac*  ^  a  cotton 
nr  burlnp  firrccn,  a  similar  opening  may  be  made  beneath  the  window,  this  arrangement 
allows  a  mo<l>'rate  change  of  air  continuously. 

(3)  Warmlh. — It  is  not  meant  that  poultry  houses  are  to  be  built  warm,  nor 
artificially  hi  atrd,  but  simply  that  they  are  to  be  built  so  that  the  fowl  will  be  com- 
fortable. Ho  animal  can  do  its  best  if  it  is  uncomfortable.  Aim  to  keep  the  tem- 
perature as  even  as  possible  day  and  night.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
trive some  simple  arrangement  that  will  substitute  during  the  night  the  heat  that  the 
sun  ond  exercise  provided  during  the  day.  To  oUow  the  fowls  to  roost  in  the  same  pen 
they  have  been  exercising  in  during  the  day,  without  any  extra  covering,  Is  not  wise. 
It  is  not  the  cold  days,  but  the  cold  nights  that  keep  hens  from  laying.  Then  if  they 
can  be  made  more  comfortable  at  uight  by  means  of  the  burlap  curtain  or  the  board 
partition,  or  anything  else,  let  it  be  done.  The  up-to-date  farmer's  poulty  house  is  one 
with  plenty  of  room,  light  and  sunshine,  fresh  air  without  draughts,  movable  fixtures, 
convenient,  built  for  comfort  according  to  modern  plans  to  suit  his  purse. 


No.  1.— a)OTJBLE  HOUSE. 


SCNERAL   View 


CROSS     SLCTIOM 


::±ifiS=tEB^£f& 


—11      II      e 


|anrpr-4- 


PLAN. 


r    I    I     II  I      PI in — 


^ 


THE  NESTS. 


^  two  pens.  Each  pen  is  8  xll  SLTLI^u-^'"'^  *'°°*'»^°'  «  ^^^^^^^^  ^or 
ing  from  end  to  encfe  fit  f?omth? north  ^n  .K  '^'f*^  "•  ^'''^'^  ^^  «  P"titi«« 
>t  the  north  side,  and  a  scratchSg  p:n  aUhHiuth  sV?^^^^^^  A  T*'"*  ^^^  «-  « 
costing  quarters  may  be  closed  on  cdd  SJhts  Thl  tf «  ^l'  ^  ^°?  °P«'''°8  '«*» 
>  the  drop  board,  which  is  3  feet  wide  and  undernith  "'°'*l""  P'""^'*  ^^  '°''J'«'' 
«mng  at  either  end  for  the  hens  t«  eX  thS  neTt  flo  "V^'  ""''''  ^'''^^^  «"«'' 
from  the  nesta  through  a  dooJ  S^me^Tatey  Ser  X  5rn  T!^'  '^^f  ^««  "« 
.  The  north  side  of  the  building  andThoeJd^  north  nf/^  i^  °^  '^^  *^™P 
with  three-ply  boarfs  and  two  fhidme^s^buildL^  n  '°*[""*^  ^°"'  "" 
.  and  one  thickness  of  paper.    The  'ooi7:.^X'^^^X:'S.^:^i::-''' 


Ho.  2.— STBATFOBD  HOUSE. 


GENERAL  VIEW. 


16' 

CROSS   SECTION. 


\0'   — 

HEAR  VIEW. 


the  interior.    The  dividing  na,tM„„  i,  d™.  r  -ij'  •  ^T'  """"ion  appear,  on 

dropped  from  the  eeilin^,Tm  d  .^  it  w'o ni?; '°  F''«' »',  «I>1*  •  "".In  i. 
»^o,d„.H...    XHe  nea.  W.e.  arol^td  XtteZXr  JrSnrill^ 

No.  3— TRUEO  HOUSE. 
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i.  the  alle.  wa.,  which  runs  thc^nltSfh  alof/tht  Tit"^^^^^^^        *^°'^^-^''^' 
the  drop  board,  are  cleaned  and  the  eggs  collected     Sided  same  ^  NaT.      '  '"'"*' 
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Ho.  4.— SINGLE  HOUSE. 
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No.  5. 
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PLAN  OF  ONE  PEN. 

Xo.  5  13  a  plan  of  the  house  used  by  L.  H.  Baldwin,  Toronto  The  pens  are  ^ 
X  12  feet  and  over  the  drop  board  is  placed,  in  addition  to  the  roosts  and  nests,  a  cooi| 
for  males  or  brooding  hens.  Instead  of  the  windows  front,  this  house  has  cant 
covered  frames,  hinged,  which  allow  the  free  admission  of  air  as  well  as  light.  Thd 
can  be  opened  in  favourable  weather.  This  house  is  sided  and  roofed  with  rough  inoij 
boarding  and  Ruberoid  roofing.  The  inside  of  the  north  wall,  and  the  ceiling  as  /a! 
as  the  coops,  are  sheeted  with  tongued  and  grooved  material. 

The  pens  in  No.  5  house  are  about  as  large  again  as  those  contained  in  the  othel 
houses.  Two  males  are  kept  for  this,  but  are  confined  on  alternate  days  in  the  cool 
for  the  purpose. 
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No.  C  is  the  plan  of  house  used  hy  J.  W.  Clark,  Cainsville.  It  possesses  both  the 
window  and  the  curtain  front.  The  window  slides  back  and  in  place  of  it  a  cotton 
j^crecn  can  be  let  down  to  fill  the  opening.  The  pens  are  built  12  x  13  feet,  and  it  will 
be  noticed  by  the  sketch  that  the  coop  in  this  house  is  placed  beneath  the  droppinR 
board.  The  house  is  sheeted  with  rough  boards,  paper  and  cheap  shingles  on  outside. 
The  north  side  hos  an  additional  ply  of  paper.    The  inside  is  lathed  and  plastered. 
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ROOSTS  AND  NEST  BOXES. 

llns  house  is  single  boarded  blttZ^^.r^  ^  ff'?^  ^'"'^"^^  ^'""^  boosting  pen. 
Mediately  behind^t  Sf  eid  "aJ?  ^  :fth:%olt"T"\''"  °'  ''T'^r'*  P"^' 
patching  shed  is  9  x  10  feet;    the  roostU yn   6  i  V  '"  *^'  ^^""'-    ^^ 

j.  J'nT/uX^r„d^':i:^^^^^^^^^^  "^  ^°"'^'^*--    ^  — t  o'  «tone  wall 

Uding  to  the  "rice  oflZfLlZlvZhTr  "• "°  "'^^^'^t^se.  The  cost  varies 
Pient  or  wooden  floors  wnT^ve  gld  sa^islctio"^^  ^?  '^'  ^•°^^'  **^''"«^ 

fit  different  conditions.    One  or  tio  mafn  Sin  ?*r"*  Z'^""'  "«  8^^^"  *«> 

bosting  pens,  plenty  of  sunlight,  fysrairwithotH'''T^^  throughout,  viz.:  Warm, 
fg.  All  the  houses  from  whkKse  nla„rwp~  .  u  "^^^^  ""^  "°°^*'°^«'^««  i°  <=1««°- 
•^  In  calculating  the  nuXr  of  fowls  thesITuid"'"  ^"-,1  ^^^'°  ^°°*^  satisfaction. 
I  eight  square  feet  of  floor  surffee  f^  laeh  b^eed^^J^^^^^^^  accommodate,  allow  six 
>a  times  as  much  yard  space.  For  ZhTnon.TJ\,^ff'''^l^^'^  ^'""^  fi^«  *<> 
sometimes  advisable  to'change  the^mtlJ  if  .T  s^^el^?:^^^^^^^  ^"**''^'^*'  »'"*  ^* 
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